August 31, 2000

Karin L. Tyson
Senior Legal Advisor
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Re: The Electronic Availability of the Official Gazette of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Paper as a medium limits the Gazette’s usefulness. The paper publication can only be
read by one person at a time. It is expensive to produce, print and mail and cumbersome
to handle and store. Paper is also a static medium. Paper cannot be quickly, efficiently or
thoroughly searched for specific information.

The content of the Official Gazette is extremely valuable and the coverage is comprehensive.
The notices, expired patents, re-examinations and reissued patents are conveniently located in
the front of the Gazette. Some of this information can only be found by searching several
different places on the U.S. Patent Office’s website.

The chemists in our company consider the classification of patents by subject; General and
Mechanical, Chemical and Electrical and the availability of drawings, diagrams, schematics
and chemical formulas to be the most important features of the Official Gazette.

There is no existing government or commercial database which classifies the patents in
the same way or provides the graphical illustrations.

Adobe Acrobat has revolutionized the entire process of creating and distributing information.
Superior quality documents with a variety of fonts and graphics can be quickly and easily
produced from the original electronic version of any publication using Adobe Acrobat
software.

An Adobe Acrobat version of the Gazette will eliminate the expensive processes
of production, printing and mailing. The Adobe Acrobat patent images combined
with a powerful database or search engine, will provide tremendously enhanced

indepth searching capabilities.

The electronic version of Official Gazette will be available to and unlimited
number of users simultaneously, thus fulfilling your agency’s mission to make
this valuable information available to the widest possible audience.
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